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Sharing One’s Possessions
                                                  James 5:1-6

Introduction:
Quote: “I sit in my house in Buffalo and sometimes get so lonely it’s unbelievable.  Life has been so good to me. I’ve got a great wife, good kids, money, my own health – yet I’m lonely and bored.  I often wondered why so many rich people commit suicide.  Money sure isn’t the cure-all.”  (People Magazine, 1978)

Later the same man said: “Fame is a vapor, popularity is an accident and money takes wings.  The only thing that endures is character.”
I. Consternation From Wealth – 5:1
“Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you.”
A. Who the Wealthy Are – The Rich Men
James 1:10
“But the rich [rejoice], in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away.”
James 2:2
“For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel….   

These are believer. But if James is talking to unbelievers, (and some think so) then, its talking about him, not for or to him.

O.T. Prophets spoke to the Gentile nations: Babylon, Philistia, Moab, Damascus, Ethiopia, (Isaiah 13:6) other prophets also.
The Scripture is written to God’s people. This is for believers. It may be about unbeliever, but it is to believers.
Message:   1. You will be avenged.
                  2.  Don’t covet wealth.
                  3.  God will judge all who do these things.
  It is not so much about the rich as it is about their wealth.

“Come now” - (see also 4:13) is an attention getter.  “Look here” – “listen up” – “listen to me”.
No here this you rich, whoever you are. Not just the believing community. All wealth is in view.
B. What They are to Do
“weep” - κλαύσατε – burst into weeping.
“howl” -  to cry aloud [onomatopoetic – sounds like what it means. Babble]

The prophets used this word LXX:

Joel 1:5

“Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl”
Isaiah 13:6

 “Howl, for the day of the LORD is at hand.
C. Why They are to Do It
Because of the miseries - wretchedness

The fires of judgment – is about to come upon you. It’s already in process against you. Like a thunderstorm approaching.
II. Corrosion of  Wealth – 5:2-3a

 “Your riches have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten. Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you and will consume your flesh like fire.”

Wealth in that society consisted of:

· Grain and foodstuffs

· Clothing

· Precious metals

· Flocks and herds
A. Your Riches will be Rotted – 5:2a
This may be in reference to the foods that they hoarded in barns (Luke 12:15-21)
It is rotted   [perfect tense - Past action with present results.] Like the past tense of Rom. 8:29-30

B. Your Garments will be Ruined – 5:2b
“Garments are moth-eaten”

Fancy clothes were a luxury and expensive. They were a sign of wealth. They were often given as presents. (Elisha and Naaman)
Paul equated gold and silver with clothes:

Acts 20:33

“I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or clothes.”
Poor people had rough clothes.
C. Your Gold and Silver will be Rusted – 5:3a
Gold will be rusted (cankered) Gold doesn’t rust – corroded. Whatever the process, it becomes useless. It will become a witness against you. It will eat your flesh like fire.

“It is in the last days that you have stored up your treasure!” (5:3b) – This treasure is not a reward but loss for believers or punishment, in the case of the unbeliever.
III. The Condemnation of Wealth – 5:4-6
A. The Mistreatment of Employees – 5:4
“Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabbath.”

A reference to the labor pool, mostly day-laborers,

Deuteronomy 24:14

“You shall not oppress a hired servant who is poor and needy, whether he is one of your countrymen or one of your aliens who is in your land in your towns. ‘You shall give him his wages on his day before the sun sets, for he is poor and sets his heart on it; so that he may not cry against you to the LORD and it become sin in you.”
The rich held back their pay. The rich paid them less than agreed.
The Lord is entreated,
1.  The laborer – “the cry of those who did the harvesting”
2.  The ‘hire’ – “That which has been withheld by you”

The Lord of Hosts will hear. The Lord of Armies, He fights for them. The poor look defenseless but they are strong in the Lord of Hosts.
B. Their Self-indulgent Lifestyle – 5:5
“You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.”
The owner would have a feast in the evening during the harvest (I Samuel 25:4-8). The workers had little or nothing to eat and the owners didn’t care.

Luke 16:19

“There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day.”
The beggar ate crumbs from his table. The rich had become like fattening up cattle before the sale.

C. Their Persecution of Christians – 5:6
“You have condemned and put to death the righteous man; he does not resist you.”

You have condemned, you have murdered the just - 

This is literal murder,
· Some by starvation.

· Some as debtors

· Some perhaps as suicides.

He does not resist you. He is not able to resist. That’s why this is so heinous. God is the defender of the defenseless.

Conclusion:
Is James saying that we should all take a vow of poverty? Not at all!!

What he is saying is: we must constantly evaluate three factors:

1.  Our motives for gaining wealth.

2.  The methods of gaining wealth

3.  Our measurements for dispersing wealth – what we use and what we share:

a. With the work of God
b. The people of God

